Autumn Term 2 Newsletter
 
I hope you have had a lovely week off! This is a newsletter about the upcoming topics and events of the next half term. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to come and have a chat. Thanks, Miss Rouke. 
Topic
Our topic for the first half term will be ‘The Great War’. We felt this would be an appropriate and relevant topic as it has been 100 years since the end of the First World War. This topic will involve creating art, drama and writing that captures the key events of the First World War.  This topic aims to inform the children of the impact of the war and offers an interesting topic to use cross-circularly. We will be taking a trip to Ripley All Saints church on Thursday 8th November 2018 to perform a shadow mime routine that involves acting and poetry. 

English 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our English work will be linked to our topic ‘The Great War’ in places, which will provide opportunities to write in a range of styles and genres (narrative, biographies, poetry, letters, newspapers, etc.). Spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPAG) will be taught three times a week, this will involve understanding and applying the variety of terminology that the children will learn. Our class book will be ‘War Horse’ by Michael Morpurgo this half term, we will read it as a class and our whole class guided reading will be based around it. If your child has a copy, they are more than welcome to bring it in and read along.
A weekly spelling test will continue every Wednesday afternoon, the new spellings will also be handed out on Wednesday. The spellings will be available on Spelling Shed, we will be trialling a different group of spellings, so any feedback on the new spellings is welcome.  

Maths
Across this half term, we will be covering: multiplication; division; prime numbers; cube numbers; squared numbers and more. To support your child’s learning at home, please continue to use MyMaths and Times Tables Rockstars, the homework will be set weekly. 

Science 
Our science topic will be ‘Living things and their habitats’ this will be linked to World War 1 where possible. For example, we will look into the animals that were used in the war and learn about their needs and habitats. We will also be looking at life cycles. We are very lucky that Mrs. Horner will continue to teach extra science sessions in small groups to provide interactive and engaging science sessions that will stretch the children’s understanding and knowledge. 

P.S.H.E
In P.S.H.E, we will be looking at recycling. The whole school are lucky enough to be learning about recycling from the local council. Class 3 will also look at how plastic effects creatures in the ocean, this will also link to Science.


[image: /var/folders/cp/t4g4p9m170l0_sq_tf15gbbm0000gn/T/com.microsoft.Word/Content.MSO/73F2EBE8.tmp]Art/DT 
We will create some artwork linking to World War 1, however, this half term we will be focussing on a DT project. We will be creating our own model of the trenches that soldiers fought in. This will be a project that will span across the entire half term, we will finish them just in time for the children to bring them home to show the family at Christmas!


Computing 
The children will be creating their own WordPress websites about a subject of their choice. They will learn about to select content and upload it onto the website. As well as creating the website, this topic will provide opportunity to discuss and think about what is acceptable and safe to share on the internet and what isn’t. 

Languages, Music and P.E
The children will have ‘European Studies’ with Mr. Read on Thursday afternoons where they will learn all about Europe. Brass will continue to be on Wednesday afternoons with Mr. Jones. The year 5 and 6’s will continue to build upon their talents through learning new music and more complex skills. The year 4’s will continue to learn how to use their new instruments. Finally, P.E. will continue to take place on a Friday afternoon. Please be aware that as the weather turns chilly, the children need long bottoms and a jumper. 

Homework – A reminder!
There are weekly spellings, MyMaths and Times Tables Rockstars tasks to complete. We also have a homework book that will have a weekly activity for the children to do, this activity will vary from week to week. It will be due in on a Wednesday and new
 homework will be sent out on a Friday. Please continue to read regularly with your child as it helps to develop their English skills massively; it will boost their comprehension, word reading and widen their vocabulary. 
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