
Ambergate Primary School 

Topic: Inventions (Autumn Cycle B) Focus subject: History Class: 3 

What Should I already know? 

 Certain inventions have changed the way we live over 
time 

 Some inventions impact on daily life more than others 
 Inventions either solve problems in life or are for 

pleasure/luxury 
 Certain important inventions are everywhere in life (light 

bulb/electricity, washing machines etc.) 
 Inventions change over time (eg. TVs) 

What will I find out by the end of the unit? 

 Names of important inventors and inventions 
 Where certain inventions and their inventors fit on a 

timeline  
 About the life and inventions of Alexander Grahame Bell 
 Technologic advances in phones over 25 years 
 Which inventions have impacted life the most in terms of 

productivity and quality of life 
 Leonardo da Vinci was many things inc. an inventor 

Vocabulary 

inventor Someone who invents or has invented something 

technology Use of scientific knowledge for practical reasons 

pioneering Using new methods to do something 

innovations New ideas, methods or pieces of equipment etc. 

patent 
Lawful acknowledgment that only the inventor 

has the right to make and sell their invention 

prototype Test model of an invention 

breakthrough 
a discovery or achievement that comes 

after  lot of hard work  

devise To invent a method of doing something 

discovery 
Something that is found or something new that is 

learned 

idea A thought or suggestion for an invention 

product A thing which is the result of a process 

Historical Skills and Enquiry 

 A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066.  

 Use evidence to describe what was important to people from the past.  
 Describe similarities and differences between people, events and artefacts studied.  
 Describe how some of the things studied from the past affect/influence life today  
 Choose reliable sources of information to find out about the past.  
 Give own reasons why changes may have occurred, backed up by evidence.  
 Make links between some of the features of past societies. (e.g. religion, houses, society, 

technology.)  
 Use documents, printed sources (e.g. archive materials) the Internet, databases, pictures, 

photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings, visits to museums or galleries and visits to sites 
to collect evidence about the past.  

 Order significant events, movements and dates on a timeline.  
 Communicate ideas about from the past  

Book resources 

 



Where and what year was Alexander Grahame Bell born?  

What technological advances have there been in phones in the past 25 years?  

Other than an inventor, what else was Leonardo da Vinci considered?  

Which inventions have had the biggest impact on productivity and quality of 

life? 
 

What do these words mean? 

inventor  

technology  

pioneering  

innovations  

patent 
 

prototype  

breakthrough 
 

devise  

discovery 
 

idea  

product  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Inventions 
Order these in chronological 

order (1 = first) 
Name their inventors 
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